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The Rebellion of Korah 
Numbers 16 

 

1. The Rebellion Against Moses and Aaron (16:1-4) 

A. There are really two rebellions in this chapter, one against Aaron led by Korah and another against Moses, 

led by Dothan and Abiram.  

B. Who are Korah, Dothan and Abiram?   

1. Korah is Moses’s cousin (their fathers Izhar and Amram were brothers according to Exod. 6.18-21). 

His clan would therefore be prominent in early Israel. 

2. Dathan and Abiram are brothers who are among the leaders of the tribe of Reuben and represents 250 

people in this rebellion.  

3. Each man represents a prominent family or clan in the structure of Israel. There are 250 men from 

well-known families.  

C. The complaint: Moses has gone too far! 

1. Korah complied that Aaron selected as high priest and not one from their clans.   

2. Dothan complained Moses has exalted himself “like a prince” (16:3, 13).  

3. They also accuse Moses of intentionally leading them out into the wilderness to die (16:12-14).   

D. The rebellion is not against Moses and Aaron as much as it is against the Lord. For this reason Moses will 

invite the people bringing the complaint the Lord directly. God will make clear who the appointed leader of 

Israel really is!  

2. Moses’s Response: He Fell Face Down (16:4, 22)  

A. Moses tells the rebels though ought to appear before the Lord and make a formal complaint. The details are 

interesting, but we cannot examine the process of appearing before the Lord with censors, etc.    

1. When he is personally attached, Moses becomes angry (16:15): “I have not taken so much as a donkey 

from them!”   

B. “Let the Lord Decide” (16:5-7) 

3. The Lord Judges the Rebels (16:31-35)   

A. The Lord first commands the people to separate from the tents of the rebels (16:25-27) 

B. The earth opens and swallows up everyone who rebelled against Moses! (16:31-35)  

1. Moses describes this judgment as “something new” (16:30) in order to show Moses is sent by the Lord.  

2. The earth will “open its mouth and swallow them.” Canaanite god Mot, death?   

3. The rebels are taken to sheol, the place of the dead!  
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4. There is some irony in the text, Dothan and Abriam refused to go up to the Lord, now they go down 

into the earth never to return.  

C. The rest of the people react in fear and complain to Moses (16:41).  

4. The Redemption of the Sons of Korah  

A. According to Num. 26:11, the sons of Korah did not die, and in n Numbers 26:10 the sons of Korah 

“became a sign.”  Korah’s sons and descendants were named” 

 Elkanah  ("Whom God Redeemed" or "Jealous God," 1 Chron. 6.8-12 [23-27] 

 Aviasaph ("He gathered in my father," 1 Chron. 6.22 [37]); “Ingather” (asaph) is a frequent 

euphemism for death (2 Kings 22 20; Isa 57; 1 Chron 34 28) 

 Nahath ('Gone Down', known also as Toah: 'Low Down', 1 Chron. 6.11 [26], 19 [34]); 

 Zuph ('Overwhelm', 1 Chron. 6.20 [35]); Zuph frequently means “honeycomb.” 

 Ahimoth ('Brother of Death', known also as Mahath: 'Taken Away', 1 Chron. 6.10 [25], 20 [35]) 

 Tahath ('Underworld', 1 Chron. 6.9 [24], 22 [37]) 

B. Reading Psalm 49:10-15 in the light of the rebellion of Korah may hint the sons of Korah learned from 

their ancestor’s arrogance. The grave, the psalmist says, is the home of the arrogant forever! Three points 

are clear from Psalm 49:  

1. First, the fate of the pompous and foolish is the pit, Sheol (v. 14). Like sheep, the psalmist says, the 

fate of the arrogant is separation from God. The psalm reflects on this foolishness. Most people do not 

need much description of the foolish who will end up in the pit!  

2. Second, no one is able to ransom another from the pit (v. 7-8). The psalmist knows those judged in 

the Numbers 16 story were lost forever. No one of Korah’s ancestors will be able to pay a ransom in 

order to release them from Sheol.  

3. Third, only the Lord can redeem from the pit. Korah and much of his family literally went down to 

Sheol. In Psalm 49:15 the sons of Korah acknowledge only “God will ransom my soul from the power 

of Sheol for he will receive me.”  

C. If there is some redemption of the family of Korah, it is in the sense his children knew of the father’s error 

and learned from it. Despite his arrogant rebellion against God in Numbers 16, his descendants contributed 

to the worship of Israel.  

 


